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What Is
Delaware
Grocery
Initiative?

A statewide initiative to strengthen
the First State Food System –
connecting producers, suppliers, and
communities.
Supports small grocers, food
producers, and supply-chain
operators who expand access to
healthy, affordable foods.
Administered by the Delaware
Division of Small Business (DSB)



2025 Snapshot
22 organizations awarded across Delaware (59 applied)

15 NCC, 0 Kent, 7 Sussex
$250,000 in total funding distributed
Award grant size: up to $12,500
5-week turnaround from application to award disbursement –
rapid effort to prevent unspent FY25 funds from lapsing



Updates for 2026
Scaled-Funding Model: Tiers of awards based on project size and impact.
Improved Online Application Portal, clearer guidance and live info session
Scoring Rubric will be available for review when application launches
$700,000 in available funding

Rolling Timeline:
Feb 20  at 9:00am– Application Opensth

March 20  at 4:30pm – Application Closesth

Mid April – Award Notifications Sent to Awardees
Awardees will have 7 days to sign Award Agreement



Who is Eligible to Apply
Delaware-based food producers, grocery operators, food supply-chain
businesses, and nonprofits improving food access.

Farmers/Food Producers: 
producing for supply – fruits, vegetables, animal proteins, or other food products

Retailers: 
independently owned grocery stores, cooperative groceries, neighborhood
markets, corner stores, restaurants, farmers markets, on-farm stores, food trucks,
or farm stands 

Other Food Distributors: 
food pantries, food closets, faith-based organizations, soup kitchens

Storage: 
food aggregation facilities, food refrigeration or freezers 

Transportation: 
pickup and delivery of food products

Processing: 
commercial kitchens, food prep facilities, food washing or cutting facilities

Entities with active Supplier ID registration and current financial statements.
New or returning applicants in good standing



Who Is Ineligible
Entities seeking to refinance debt or pay off existing loans.
Projects outside the State of Delaware.
Incomplete applications or those missing required
documentation.
Entities that do not fall into the previous categories.



What can 
be funded?

Operations Support
Capital Expenses 
Equipment Purchases 
Other projects that expand chain
capacity



Application Evaluation
Proposals will be evaluated using the criteria below. Priority will be given to projects that
expand or preserve access to healthy foods in food deserts or areas at risk of becoming food
deserts.

Problem Statement and Supply Chain Context 
Clarity of the problem the project seeks to address, its relevance to food access,
availability, affordability, or continuity of healthy food, and its connection to food deserts or
areas at risk of becoming food deserts.

Project Description and Work Plan
Clarity of the proposed project and activities, alignment between activities and goals, and
feasibility.

Measurable Outcomes 
Whether outcomes and indicators are clearly identified and appropriate to project scale.

Potential Impact
Anticipated impact on food access and community benefit.

Project Commitment and Oversight
Readiness, oversight, and accountability.

Budget 
Reasonableness, alignment, and fiscal responsibility.



APPLICATION
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Your Questions | Our Support

Email: cj.bell@delaware.gov
Number: (302) 739-4271

Let’s make Delaware’s food system stronger – together.


